National Fostering Contract

Schedule 5: Core Cost Specification & Pricing Schedule

National Contract for Independent Fostering Agency placements

Schedule 5 to the Contract 

The Core Cost Specification & model Individual Placement Agreement Pricing Schedule

A.
The Core Cost specification 
1.1
The Standard weekly price shall include all services as detailed in this Core Cost Specification. 

1.2
The Provider agrees to provide the following services within their standard weekly fee:  

	1. 24 hour care and accommodation

	· Accommodation, food and safe care that meet the child/young persons needs. 

· Working with all agencies to meet the Care Plan and any other relevant plans (eg PEP).

	2. Basic clothing & school uniforms for Children (Summer & Winter)

	· Provide school uniform, general sports activity clothing and other clothing. 

	· Any replacement special clothing requirements, e.g. unusual sizes or for children with disabilities.  

	· Exceptional expenses will be negotiated between Purchaser and Provider.

	3. Equipment and resources

	· Individual sports or hobby equipment, within reason, such as tennis racket, football, cricket bat, music, along with schoolbooks and other equipment. 

	· Children/Young people of school age shall have access to a computer in the home that is principally for education and homework. It shall be connected to the internet and be appropriately safeguarded. 

	· Resources relating to religious needs.

	· Resources and equipment, within reason, to support the child/young person develop their talents.

	4. Glasses and contact lenses

	· Provision of glasses and contact lenses if required, including replacement in the event of accidental damage or loss.  

	5. Holidays for Children

	· Reasonable holiday expenses within any twelve-month period for the looked after children will be included within the standard price. 

· Up to 14 days holiday allowance per year for child/young person to accompany foster carers on holiday or to engage in activities as an alternative (eg: daytrips, outings, play scheme etc.) 

· Up to 14 days per year respite care (both are pro rata to the length of the placement)

	· Any family outings will be included within the standard price

	· It is expected that children and young people will accompany their Foster Carers on family holidays.  Where this is not possible, Providers are expected to consider alternative short-term break arrangements to placements with another carer.  These activities should include adventure holidays, and other types of club activities that would provide entertainment, education, fun and adventure. 

	· Where additional holidays, such as school activity holidays, are requested for the child, a written application can be made to the Purchaser. The Purchaser will consider making additional funding available to fund such trips but each application will be dealt with on an individual basis.


	6. Contact

	· The Provider or their carers to facilitate, transport, host and promote contact with siblings, parents and relatives as specified in the child/young person’s contact arrangements, following a risk assessment.

· Carry out basic life story work.

	7. Initial & on-going assessment of need

	· Assessment of the child, both at the beginning of and throughout the placement.

 

	8. 
Pocket money, birthday & festival gifts to Children

	· All such payments are to be included and agreed to at the time of placement or at subsequent IPA review meetings. All such payments shall not be less than the Purchaser’s recommended amounts.  

	9.        Schooling

	· Costs associated with homework assignments and extra curricular activities. 

	· The Provider or their carer are expected to fund and organise all home to school transport for the children placed with them, within a 20 mile radius of the foster home up to 200 miles per week averaged out over the invoice period (for example up to 800 miles over a invoice period of 4 weeks).  

	10. 
Telephone calls

	· Calls to family members, significant others (agreed with the Purchaser) or the Purchaser are to be included. Similarly, a small allowance for telephone calls to other friends is to be included in the cost of care.

	· The costs of owning and operating a mobile phone are excluded and can be funded from any pocket money allowance, if the Care Plan states this to be appropriate.

	11. 
Toiletries and Cosmetics

	· All toiletries, including skin and hair care products. 

	· The cost of a regular hair cut

	12. 
Transport

	· The Provider or their carers are expected to fund the day-to-day transport needs for the children/young people placed, within a 20-mile radius of the foster home up to 200 miles per week averaged out over the invoice period (as per the above example)). This agreement shall be specified in the Individual Placement Agreement (IPA). 

	13. 
Preparation for independence

	· Provide support to the young person to prepare for independent living, in accordance with their Pathway Plan, working along side other organisations to support the personal development of the Young Person. 

	a.) Teach and support the child/young person to develop their life skills and ability 

	b.) Setting up bank accounts 

	c.) Assisting them to manage their finances appropriately 

	d.) All transport to and from college within a 20 mile radius of the foster home, including training courses, apprenticeships and/or work up to 200 miles per week averaged out over the invoice period (as per the above example).  

	e.) Assistance in looking for suitable jobs, further training and education 

	f.)  Support the young person to find suitable accommodation when leaving care, working with the Purchaser to do so. 

	14. Savings for a child/young person 

	· Allocate a weekly savings allowance for the child/young person in accordance with the Purchaser’s agreed savings protocol for child/young people in care. This agreement will be made at the point of placement and subsequent IPA review meetings. 


B.
The Pricing Schedule

1.1 The Provider shall complete the Pricing Schedule detailing their Standard weekly price to be charged for a Child/Young person, in the specified categories of service. Depending on the level of need of the child placed, providers may wish to detail the range of fees to be charged. If the Provider’s pricing is applied according to age bands and discounts of any nature are offered, this shall be specified in table 1.7 of the Pricing Schedule.   

1.2 The standard weekly fee shall be inclusive of all services to be delivered, as detailed in the Core Cost Specification.

1.3 The Provider shall detail any Additional Services they provide, that are not detailed in the Core Cost Specification for which they charge extra. These services and the costs to provide shall be specified in table 1.9. 

1.4 The price will be valid from 1st April to the 31st March of the following year unless agreed otherwise. 

1.5 The Provider agrees to the Pricing Schedule remaining open to be accepted or not by the Purchaser and shall not be withdrawn until expiry of the validity period stated. 

1.6 The prices quoted do not prevent either the Purchaser or the Provider in agreeing an alternative standard weekly price to be charged, following a review and assessment of the child or young person’s needs and requirements. 
1.7 Standard Placement Costs
Please specify your standard placement costs in the boxes below.  This is the total cost you require in order to provide placements based on the ‘Core Cost Specification’ You are advised to cost your service under the ‘Standard Age Bands’. 

	A. STANDARD AGE BANDS
	Age Band 1

0 to 4

Year olds
	Age Band 2

5 to 10

year olds
	Age Band 3

11 to 15

year olds
	Age Band 4

16 to 18

year olds
	Age Band 5
(see below)


	B. STATE AGE RANGE
(if not using Standard Age Bands)
	   to   
Year olds
	   to   
year olds
	   to   
year olds
	   to   
years old
	   to   
years old

	 STANDARD FEE
	£      
per week
	£      
per week
	£      
per week
	£      
per week
	£      
per week


1.8 Solo Placement Costs

Please specify your solo placement costs in the boxes below.  This is a placement for a child/young person who requires constant supervision and support on a one-to-one basis meaning that they can be the only one in placement, or a third bed is being blocked.
	Age Band 1

   to   
year olds
	Age Band 2

   to   
year olds
	Age Band 3

   to   
year olds
	Age Band 4

   to   
years old
	Age Band 5

   to   
years old

	£      
per week
	£      
per week
	£      
per week
	£      
per week
	£      
per week


1.9
Specialist Placement Costs

Please specify your specialist placement costs in the boxes below.  This is for a specialist service that you offer, for example enhanced support or Parent and Baby placements.

Name of Service

     
Description of Service

     
	Age Band 1

   to   
year olds
	Age Band 2

   to   
year olds
	Age Band 3

   to   
year olds
	Age Band 4

   to   
years old
	Age Band 5

   to   
years old

	£      
per week
	£      
per week
	£      
per week
	£      
per week
	£      
per week


1.10
Standard Placement Cost Variations
	Variation
	Type
	Discount Rate 

(Only 1 discount percentage per box)

	1
	Discount for Long-Term Placements

(placed as long-term or the child/young person has been placed with the same Provider for 18 months or more)
	      %

	2
	Discount for Sibling and/or Offspring Placements

(sibling placements of 2 or more children/ young people)
	      %

	3
	Discount for Reserved Placements

(retainer fee to reserve your carers up until the point at which the child/young person can move into the placement)
	      %


1.11
Cost & Volume Discounts

Please specify your Cost & Volume discounts you wish to apply. Please indicate whether discount applicable to individual authorities or regional consortiums in the boxes below.

	Discount applies to:

(Please check  FORMCHECKBOX 
 appropriate box)
	Individual Authorities

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	or
	Regional Consortium

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No of Placements
	Discount Rate
	

	10
	      %
	

	25
	      %
	

	40
	      %
	

	60 - 100
	      %
	

	Other      
	      %
	


1.12
Additional Services / Costs

	Item
	Description of Service
	Cost (per hour)

	1
	Cognitive Behaviour Therapy
	£      

	2
	Psychological Counselling
	£      

	3
	Supervised Contact

(above that stated in the Core Cost Specification)
	£      

	4
	Support Worker – Qualified
	£      

	5
	Support Worker – Unqualified
	£      

	6
	Translation / Interpreter
	£      

	7
	Psychological Assessment
	£      
Per assessment

	8
	Parenting Assessment
	£      
Per assessment

	9
	Art Therapy
	£      

	10
	Play Therapy
	£      

	11
	External Education Support Worker

(required where the child/young person is not in school)
	£      

	12
	Other (please specify):      
	£      

	13
	Mileage Cost (for any transport above 200 miles per week as covered in the Core Cost Specification)
	£       
per mile
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